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Do grades on tests and report cards indicate how successful someone will be in the future? What
do you think? Take a position and give several supporting details. Consider older students or adults
you know. What do you think their grades were? Did grades predict anything in their lives? In
several paragraphs describe to a teen magazine editor your point of view and explain why you take

that position.

Everett Public Schools J




J‘

, Weiting
Annotations

Directions:
The following annotations are organized by mode and from low to higher skilled
papers within the mode. Each prompt/mode has four papers.

Use these annotations when reading/rating your papers to rate each strand called
for on the scoring guide. It's usually thought best o rate holistic traits first, i.e.,
Organization and Style, and then the more detail-oriented traits, i.e., Content and
Conventions. Each set of four papers includes a basic-below paper, two at-standard
papers (low-at-standard and high-at-standard), and an above paper.

When recording your students’ scores include the student’'s name (and ID,
if required), four scores, and the prompt ID. Class averages are optional. Individual
student and class level record/data sheets are near the end of this document.

Scores for district purposes should be reported in whole numbers 1-4. In the
classroom setting, you might want to use half step intervals. e.g., 3.5, or whole
numbers with pluses and minuses. e.g., 3+ to designate the upper or lower range of

any score. The scoring guide has been reproduced on the last pages.
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~ Writing Annotations

Paper:
Mode:

03808
Expository

Pl"Ol’T\pT: Do grades on tests and report cards indicate how
successful someone will be in the future? What do you think? Take
a position and give several supporting details.

Above-
Standard-

Basic-

Below-

1ir

Cont Organ Style Conv

Consider older students or adults you know. What do you think their
grades were? Did grades predict anything in their lives?

Inseveral paragraphs describe to a feen magazine editor your point
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Grade: 8 Year: 2003 )

Annotation:

The writer regularly lacks the ability to explain effectively.

In explaining why being successful on tests is important, the
writer presents an inconsistent focus on the main idea. With
unconnected statements and lists of reasons, reasons and
ideas lack relevance in what is being explained. Since the
message has unclear thoughts, it is difficult to understand
why good grades are important to the writer. Given that the
prompt has been basically restated: *...your not successful
on test or reportcards it will effect you in the future.”,
the introduction provides the reader with only a little sense
of direction. Middle events appear to be random with little
evidence of order. Weak and telling use of transitions, e.g.,
Also... So..., contribute to the lack of organization. However,
there are some stronger transitions but they do not enhance
meaning: “Another why... because then..." Seeing as the
text ends abruptly, any conclusion is missing. There is minimal
variety in the sentences, which are usually awkward, disallowing
reading aloud. With limited word choice, the writer does
not allow the writing to be enhanced. The writers' voice is
inconsistent, as distracted commitment does not invite the
reader in. Incorrect Standard English usage (your for you're)
does affect meaning, as well as limited use of punctuation.
Capitalization is inconsistent (ged). Spelling has basic rule
errors (Whant, getting, reson, and d-b reversals), but
meaning is not always lost. Paragraphs are present, but their
purpose is not clear.

This paper has not yet met the district's performance
standard.

Page 1 of 1
Content Organization Style Conventions
2 MA. Topic generally focused 2 MA. Introduction restates title or prompt, 2 MA. Sentences have some variety in 1 M Level 1: Below Basic

() throughout (2) unclear, or only a little sense of beginnings, length, and/or structure; Inconsistently applies

Z VIB. Reasons do not support thesis; direction (2) awkward; troublesome to read aloud (2) usage, spelling, capitalization,
- missing (1) MB. Middle loosely patterned; outline-like (2) MIB. Word Choice limited; does not enhance; punctuation and paragraphs;
o MIC. Evidence does not support MC. Transitions telling/sequencing thesaurus overload, passive verbs (2-) errors interfere with meaning
0 reasons; missing (1) connections (2+) MC. Voice distracted commitment; tone and/or readability. (1+)

(8 ) MD. Message present; simplistic; MD. Conclusion missing; restates topic; text inconsistent; yet to be invited-in;

n flawed; needs interpretation (2) abruptly ends (1) audience/purpose is weak (2)
\L J
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~ Writing Annotations

Paper': 03826a Pl"Ol’T\pT:Do grades on tests and report cards indicate how
. . successful someone will be in the future? What do you think? Take
Mode: Exposﬁrory a position and give several supporting details.

Above-
Standard- Consider older students or adults you know. What do you think their

Basic. grades were? Did grades predict anything in their lives?

Below- Inseveral paragraphs describe to a feen magazine editor your point

of view and explain why you take that position.

Cont Organ Style Conv
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Grade: 8 Year: 2003 )

Annotation:

The writer generally shows a sufficient ability to explain
effectively.

A narrowly maintained focus appears throughout this paper.
Relevant reasons allow the writers' ideas to develop, as the
predictable message is expanded upon: “Overall, tests and |
report cards will show how successful someone will
become.” The evidence does seem purposeful and clarifying:
“Doing good in school means... hard wovker,... serious
about education... learned from your previous mistakes
and fixed them... ahead of everyone...” The reader is
provided with direction during the introduction, as supporting
ideas are prepared in a logical pattern. The capable use of
transitions: “...in addition... It means... with these in
mind; for example...” shows connections between and within
paragraphs. The conclusion, however, is limited, short (buried
in a long paragraph of new thoughts) and only restates the main
points. With a variety of beginnings and lengths, sentences
usually flow smoothly: “Doing good in school means that
you're a hard worker, smart, and you are serious about
education.” Writing is strengthened by means of appropriate
word choice, revealing enough voice within the text to show a
tone of commitment allowing the writer to hook the reader.
Usage of standard English is mostly correct (except for your
for you're) and the same for spelling (except for ciriculum,
freind), while capitalization and punctuation are nearly always
correct. Paragraphs are indicated correctly the same way and
help clarify meaning.

This paper has met the district's performance standard.

Page 1 of 2
Content Organization Style Conventions

3 MA. Topic narrowly maintained (3) MA. Introduction creatively presents thesis in 3 MA. Sentences vary widely in beginnings, 3 M Level 3: Proficient (According to
O VIB. Reasons significant, relevant to context; draws reader in with strong sense length, and/or structure, flow easily; grade level expectations)
Z support thesis (3) of direction (4) cadence, invites reading aloud (4) Competent use of conventions;
(] MC. Evidence purposeful, relevant, VB. Middle prepared in a logical pattern to MB. Word Choice specific; strengthens mostly and consistently
o elaborated to fully support show thesis (3) writing; shows use of active verbs (3) applies correctly usage, spelling,
O reasons, clarifies (4) MC. Transitions clearly provide cohesion that MIC. Voice shows commitment; reader-writer and punctuation; does not
Q MD. Message interesting, important; covers the bulk of the text; intentionally interaction; tone attracts reader; audience/ interfere with meaning and/or
) may be obvious (3) signals/implies relationship connections purpose addressed (3-)) readability. (3)

4)
12 VD. Conclusion limited; restates main points

\\ (2+)
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Writing Annotations

Paper: 03826b
Mode: Expository

Pl"Ol’T\pT: Do grades on tests and report cards indicate how
successful someone will be in the future? What do you think? Take
a position and give several supporting details.

Above-
Standard-

Basic-

Below-

Consider older students or adults you know. What do you think their
grades were? Did grades predict anything in their lives?

Inseveral paragraphs describe to a feen magazine editor your point

Cont Organ Style Conv

of view and explain why you take that position.

28 and Yixed them o you afre ahead of ecveryote in \vour
20 clags - Tn add, tion, iR ou are b ad, it means 2 Yhings . T4 mean
30 W-\ ’!‘ v OA Jw"‘ care a)’:o&"}‘ ))oo, anJ UJ'}' won’f % 144/{ p\‘nn -

31 _ O, i+ means

Foa + voa Jo) turn _in

as,s oqh"le«'ﬁf an \ro e

32 ci’on‘( Un Jc’u')laoo’ ‘\’1'!- clrmu'um—

TL&IQ O'-\+(o"‘€_t Can Mo'}luq '}e

33 \fowu ko to better L, 4o \ceep ©wp Mgaoﬁ ML Ouemu ‘f'd:?':r

,msw S u cceﬁ'&q

comeone will Lecie.

35

34 Owcj Rpo"+ ca'*dr W(” slwm

36 1

‘u\ow Wany olJer‘ S"”U&«"h

and _adolts. Therr

37 qfaak_, )

schoo | va nge from bad to excelleat. Grades

38 nraahc’redf\n me

‘H"‘\‘-“ 4—'&\/ U-Q\u Lemme élJLceJPM/ I lenow

aol"\"‘}' ‘H‘M-‘— Mr‘reé 0'40‘ .c‘h!c' g’ n J;/;,gl

So Lta/‘g/ ‘f’lv.

39 _ana

40 _bad per'Fe«:J— qracﬁ.r Hc i now my docter~ ond males o very

41 ra bl huing. M d o v b . Ne aets .0t ond

42 he bac a great u'\“uf‘e- W, th his pesative attitude, T +hink

43 thot bhe Ll become very succesful All 1w all , hard work

44 ypays - o‘{:'f b)/ Mma L/_uj Yoa succe_}‘&.{. !

45

46 TIn  conclus on, grade, indicate how sueccesful comevne oftl
a7 Ec ) He Cudure. /»’an.,, oF vy Dads Srende have Lecome ecs

48 _Succestul, bod YHose he c<lacled oBf Au/‘lﬂq

5(:}199' Ler€ ™M

49 QgL Swm cC?J?ul

Likewise, T have Sretnds

Haat re very ¢ mart, Lot

50 _T abio have

freinds 'HM‘}' ate 4.

SMW+ I oM Soy 'f'Ac}

51 'HwJe

who are

smort Hat fend 4o care less cbost education

53 aqaln I'[c-\

52 JﬂJl "
GNOQJ a"a/ {”@J’l Scores +rv\ ¥ Ma'lca"’t lqow JuCCGJ‘cq’

cees®ele Tn samary, T cout o coy

54 Someon e

wllrl b(

in J"'L -Pw'/u/‘e .

Page 2 of 2

Grade: 8 Year: 2003 )

Annotation:

effectively.

become.”
and fixed them...

transitions:
mind; for example...”

points.
usually flow smoothly:

help clarify meaning.

The writer generally shows a sufficient ability to explain

A narrowly maintained focus appears throughout this paper.
Relevant reasons allow the writers' ideas to develop, as the
predictable message is expanded upon:
report cards will show how successful someone will
The evidence does seem purposeful and clarifying:
“Doing good in school means...
about education... learned from your previous mistakes
ahead of everyone...”
provided with direction during the introduction, as supporting
ideas are prepared in a logical pattern.
“..in addition... It means...
shows connections between and within
paragraphs. The conclusion, however, is limited, short (buried
in a long paragraph of new thoughts) and only restates the main
With a variety of beginnings and lengths, sentences
“Doing good in school means that
you're a hard worker, smart, and you are serious about
education.” Writing is strengthened by means of appropriate
word choice, revealing enough voice within the text to show a
tone of commitment allowing the writer to hook the reader.
Usage of standard English is mostly correct (except for your
for you're) and the same for spelling (except for ciriculum,
freind), while capitalization and punctuation are nearly always
correct. Paragraphs are indicated correctly the same way and

This paper has met the district's performance standard.

“Overall, tests and

hard worker,... serious
The reader is

The capable use of
with these in

Content

3

support thesis (3)

SCORING

may be obvious (3)

(=

MA. Topic narrowly maintained (3)
MB. Reasons significant, relevant to

MC. Evidence purposeful, relevant,
elaborated to fully support
reasons, clarifies (4)

VD. Message interesting, important;

Organization Style
MA. Introduction creatively presents thesis in
context; draws reader in with strong sense
of direction (4)

Middle prepared in a logical pattern to
show thesis (3)

Transitions clearly provide cohesion that
covers the bulk of the text; intentionally
signals/implies relationship connections
4)

Conclusion limited; restates main points
(2+)

4

VB.

MC.

MD.

MA. Sentences vary widely in beginnings,
length, and/or structure, flow easily;
cadence, invites reading aloud (4)

MB. Word Choice specific; strengthens
writing; shows use of active verbs (3)

VC. Voice shows commitment; reader-writer

interaction; tone attracts reader; audience/
purpose addressed (3-))

Conventions
3 M Level 3: Proficient (According to

grade level expectations)
Competent use of conventions;
mostly and consistently
applies correctly usage, spelling,
and punctuation; does not
interfere with meaning and/or
readability. (3)
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Paper': 03820a Pl"Ol’T\pT:Do grades on tests and report cards indicate how

M d ' E it successful someone will be in the future? What do you think? Take
0de. EXposITory | osition and give several supporting details.

Above-

Standard-

Consider older students or adults you know. What do you think their

Basic. grades were? Did grades predict anything in their lives?

Below-

Inseveral paragraphs describe to a feen magazine editor your point
of view and explain why you take that position.

Cont Organ Style Conv
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Grade: 8 Year: 2003 )

Annotation:

The writer provides flashes of a strong ability to explain an
idea effectively.

“What do you want to be when you grow up? I utter the
same response: an otolaryngologist." This egins a unique
and purpose-filled way to show, as the writer says, “...that I
have to manage ]gooc[ graa[es in order to achieve.." As
the topic is narrowly presented, the writer develops relevant
reasons and evudence But the latter doesn't always clarify.
The prose seems to be offered more as sparks of word power
or imagery and not as credible support: “..([ike an annoying
bee; glancing at the person and Tespona[mg, It is an
ear, nose, and throat surgeon” is an example. The writers’
message leaves the reader with batches of examples that
good grades predict the future: “...certain studying can
determine your life’s course."  The introduction offers
interesting questions: “How would you manage that [i.e.,

become a surgeon]?” and ends with the paper's thesis. The
reader has a clear sense of direction. Supporting anecdotes
throughout the middle are prepared in a logical pattern that
displays the writers' position. The well-chosen transitions:
“Remember the carefree days... If you flash forward...
No longer do you...” help to 5|gna| connections within. A
summary at the end ties up the issues raised in the beginning
questions: “No longer will people... have that twinkle o

sheer amasement....” Sentences genemlly flow smoothly wit

wide variations. Word choice is vivid but not always natural. But
it does give the writing strength and adds color: “...freezing
and barren hosp Ltalg The writers' committed (sarcashc’)
voice hooks the reader‘ The writer is proficient in conventions.
Standard English usage, spelling, and capitalization are nearly
always correct. Punctuation is mostly correct (overuse/errors
of semicolons) and complex sentences do use colons and commas
correctly. Paragraphs provide clarify.

questions (4-) ¥ID. Conclusion ties up loose ends with
consequences, connection to the broader, or
call for action (3+)

(=

Page 1 of 3 | |This paper has met the district's performance standard.
Content Organization Styl Conventions

3 MA. Topic purposeful throughout (4) 4 MA. Introduction creatively presents thesis in 3 MA. Sentences vary widely in beginnings, 4 M Level 4: Advanced (According to
O VIB. Reasons significant, relevant to context; draws reader in with strong length, and/or structure, flow easily; grade level expectations)
Z support thesis (3) sense of direction (4-) cadence, invites reading aloud (4) Good command of conventions;
= MC. Evidence significant, relevant & vIB. Middle purposefully arranged in a logical MB. Word Choice specific; strengthens applies usage, spelling,
o elaborated, supports reasons pattern; clearly fit together (4) writing; shows use of active verbs (3) and punctuation to enhance
0 (3) VIC. Transitions clearly provide cohesion that MC. Voice shows commitment; reader-writer meaning; may break rules for
Q VD. Message insightful, clarifies, covers the bulk of the text; intentionally interaction; tone attracts reader; audience/ style purposes. (4)
1)) goes beyond, anticipates signals/implies relationship connections (4) purpose addressed (3)
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~ Writing Annotations
Paper: 03820b
Mode: Expository

Grade: 8 Year: 2003 )

a position and give several supporting details.

Above-
Standard-

Basic. grades were? Did grades predict anything in their lives?

Below-

Cont Organ Style Conv

of view and explain why you take that position.
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Page 2 of 3

Annotation:

The writer provides flashes of a strong ability to explain an
idea effectively.

“What do you want to be when you grow up? I utter the
same response: an otolaryngologist." This begins a unique
and purpose-filled way to show, as the writer says, “...that I
have to manage good grades in order to achieve..." As
the topic is narrowly presented, the writer develops relevant
reasons and evidence. But the latter doesn't always clarify.
The prose seems to be offered more as sparks of word power
or imagery and not as credible support: “..[ike an annoying
bee; glancing at the person and responding, ‘It is an
ear, nose, and throat surgeon” is an example. The writers’
message leaves the reader with batches of examples that
good grades predict the future: “...certain studying can
determine your life’s course." The introduction offers
interesting questions: “How would you manage that [i.e.,
become a surgeon]?” and ends with the paper's thesis. The
reader has a clear sense of direction. Supporting anecdotes
throughout the middle are prepared in a logical pattern that
displays the writers’ position. The well-chosen transitions:
“Remember the carefree days... If you flash forward...
No longer do you...” help to signal connections within. A
summary at the end ties up the issues raised in the beginning
questions: “No longer will people... have that twinkle o
sheer amasement....” Sentences generally flow smoothly wit
wide variations. Word choice is vivid but not always natural. But
it does give the writing strength and adds color: “...freezing
and barren ﬁospital.g ... The writers' committed (sarcastic?)
voice hooks the reader. The writer is proficient in conventions.
Standard English usage, spelling, and capitalization are nearly
always correct. Punctuation is mostly correct (overuse/errors
of semicolons) and complex sentences do use colons and commas
correctly. Paragraphs provide clarify.

This paper has met the district's performance standard.

3

Organization
MA. Introduction creatively presents thesis in

Content
MA. Topic purposeful throughout (4)

4

SCORING

G

context; draws reader in with strong
sense of direction (4-)

Middle purposefully arranged in a logical
pattern; clearly fit together (4)

Transitions clearly provide cohesion that
covers the bulk of the text; intentionally

MB. Reasons significant, relevant to
support thesis (3)

MC. Evidence significant, relevant &
elaborated, supports reasons
(3) MC.

VD. Message insightful, clarifies,
goes beyond, anticipates
questions (4-)

VB.

™D. Conclusion ties up loose ends with

consequences, connection to the broader, or

call for action (3+)

3

signals/implies relationship connections (4)

Conventions

M Level 4: Advanced (According to
grade level expectations)
Good command of conventions;
applies usage, spelling,
and punctuation to enhance
meaning; may break rules for
style purposes. (4)

Style

MA. Sentences vary widely in beginnings,

length, and/or structure, flow easily;

cadence, invites reading aloud (4)

Word Choice specific; strengthens

writing; shows use of active verbs (3)

VIC. Voice shows commitment; reader-writer
interaction; tone attracts reader; audience/
purpose addressed (3)

4

VB.
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~ Writing Annotations

Paper: 03820c
Mode: Expository

Pl"Ol’T\pT: Do grades on tests and report cards indicate how
successful someone will be in the future? What do you think? Take
a position and give several supporting details.

Above-
Standard-

Basic-

Below-

Cont Organ Style Conv

Consider older students or adults you know. What do you think their
grades were? Did grades predict anything in their lives?

Inseveral paragraphs describe to a feen magazine editor your point
of view and explain why you take that position.

A any Ve \ievecs \/\)\r\a\- Nou Oce Capalle ot%.

Grade: 8 Year: 2003 )

Annotation:

The writer provides flashes of a strong ability to explain an
idea effectively.

“What do you want to be when you grow up? I utter the
same response: an otolaryngologist." This begins a unique
and purpose-filled way to show, as the writer says, “...that I
have to manage good grades in order to achieve..." As
the topic is narrowly presented, the writer develops relevant
reasons and evidence. But the latter doesn't always clarify.
The prose seems to be offered more as sparks of word power
or imagery and not as credible support: “..[ike an annoying
bee; glancing at the person and responding, ‘It is an
ear, nose, and throat surgeon” is an example. The writers’
message leaves the reader with batches of examples that
good grades predict the future: “...certain studying can
determine your life’s course." The introduction offers
interesting questions: “How would you manage that [i.e.,
become a surgeon]?” and ends with the paper's thesis. The
reader has a clear sense of direction. Supporting anecdotes
throughout the middle are prepared in a logical pattern that
displays the writers’ position. The well-chosen transitions:
“Remember the carefree days... If you flash forward...
No longer do you...” help to signal connections within. A
summary at the end ties up the issues raised in the beginning
questions: “No longer will people... have that twinkle o
sheer amasement....” Sentences generally flow smoothly wit
wide variations. Word choice is vivid but not always natural. But
it does give the writing strength and adds color: “...freezing
and barren ﬁospital.g ... The writers' committed (sarcastic?)
voice hooks the reader. The writer is proficient in conventions.
Standard English usage, spelling, and capitalization are nearly
always correct. Punctuation is mostly correct (overuse/errors
of semicolons) and complex sentences do use colons and commas
correctly. Paragraphs provide clarify.

context; draws reader in with strong
sense of direction (4-)
MC. Evidence significant, relevant & Middle purposefully arranged in a logical
elaborated, supports reasons pattern; clearly fit together (4)
(3) MC. Transitions clearly provide cohesion that
MD. Message insightful, clarifies, covers the bulk of the text; intentionally
goes beyond, anticipates signals/implies relationship connections (4)
questions (4-) . Conclusion ties up loose ends with
consequences, connection to the broader, or
call for action (3+)

MB. Reasons significant, relevant to

support thesis (3)
vB.

SCORING

¥D

(=

VB.

VIC. Voice shows commitment; reader-writer
interaction; tone attracts reader; audience/

length, and/or structure, flow easily;
cadence, invites reading aloud (4)
Word Choice specific; strengthens
writing; shows use of active verbs (3)

purpose addressed (3)

Page 3 of 3| |This paper has met the district's performance standard.
Content Organization Style Conventions
3 MA. Topic purposeful throughout (4) 4 IMA. Introduction creatively presents thesis in 3 MA. Sentences vary widely in beginnings, 4 1 Level 4: Advanced (According to

grade level expectations)

Good command of conventions;
applies usage, spelling,

and punctuation to enhance
meaning; may break rules for
style purposes. (4)
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~ Writing Annotations
Paper: 03805a
Mode: Expository

Grade: 8 Year: 2003 )

a position and give several supporting details.

Above-
Standard-

Basic-

Below-

grades were? Did grades predict anything in their lives?

Cont Organ Style Conv

of view and explain why you take that position.

O 0N TR W N =

NN NN NN NN = 2 o e e e e e
N & O B W N FHF O W ® N O G ik WN = O

Does being svccess fulin school have any
connection wilh o gecsors potential +o £ind svccess
in _the £otuvce? Ace the 40 students bound Lor CEO

Pos\‘hons while _dhose whe £ali below sdandacd are  Jdoomed

o wanval reasonable, bot

la_bor.? —r}\"5 ma_’y S e&rm

the answec s no. An indiwidveals grades in schoal do

r\o“’ (‘&flcC-". and Do V‘\D“‘ Low SNy iv‘ic)ic,é\-"-‘ar\ o-F howe
svccessful that individval wiil be .
Albect Einstiens i€ demoncstrates 4his £a ct.

While he was in school, Finstien waze wuvch less dhav o

4\>¢r-€ec“’ student. He would oF4en

kiio (.za_ss wa s in-(‘o\.mnus

for failing examsa, and net one of his deachers saw oy

potential in him. Wilh o school carcer like dhis, ymos+

+‘\0u3h+ Einsdien would become o '('a,c.‘!for?y wor Kew Einsi\'cn?

however, 23id rot work in a facdory, but insdead blossomesd

inte the moct influential and lm'\a’hlv feaacded man of his
time. He shoddeced baccicrs 1n dhe Lielde of ‘okysics,

create dhe adom

b'-e(oslyl. chemistey, and even Jnc\?c(\ +5

bomb. - His work wes Oecodes ohesd of be dire. omd cven those who prepareﬂfor it." With widely varied sentence
Yodm v lea ds doce . cciondiode - e B L beginnings, sentences flow easily. Enhancing, vivid and precise
e s Lion. Eimedione e svs the occomoboh mers word choice is everywhere: “People are not blessed with
Er meds ote oroed Ahd o ook fol 1ifr et Oeocemdnot prosperity, but must strive for it.” An engaging voice shows
on 0000 o rades ' confidence, “...J am no expert, but...” Usage of standard
Y Mary cay  that indellicence and am e bilidy 4o English is nearly always correct as well as capitalization and
Undecstand ace dhe dhings that com lead you 4o  svecess. punctuation. The presence of paragraphs helps to clarify
T dhis s drve, dhem aendes cce not o celinble 4ol im meaning, and is indicated correctly the same way. Spelling is
measorina potendiol for Loduce suvecese A  GPA does not mostly correct for both common and difficult words.
-~ - Page 1 of 2| |This paper has met the district's performance standard.

Pl"Ol’T\pT:Do grades on tests and report cards indicate how
successful someone will be in the future? What do you think? Take

Consider older students or adults you know. What do you think their

Inseveral paragraphs describe to a feen magazine editor your point

Annotation:

The writer demonstrates throughout the paper a strong ability
to explain an idea effectively.

An insightful message that goes beyond the obvious is presented
in this beautifully written paper. “Arve the 4.0 students bound |
for CEO positions while those who fall below standard are
doomed for manual labor? This may seem reasonable,
but the answer is no.” So starts this purposefully written
paper. Relevant reasons with specific details elaborate on this:
“Albert Finstien’s life demonstrates this fact. While he
was in school, Finstien was much less than a perfect
student... With a school career like this, most thought
Einstien would become a factory worker.” A narrow
topic is maintained as the writers' main ideas are purposefully
offered. With a strong sense of direction, the reader is
drawn in through the introduction. The middle is purposefully
arranged to elaborate and give supporting ideas clearly, which
hold the main idea together: “Many say that intelligence
and an ability to understand arve the things that can
lead you to success. If this is true, then grades are not a
reliable tool in measuring potential for future success.”
Transitions clearly provide cohesion throughout the writing:
“.Ultimately... Tven though”, offering connections the
entire time. The conclusion provides a thought-provoking piece:
“Success in life is found by those who pursue it, not by

~

SCORING

(5

Organization
MA. Introduction creatively presents thesis in

Content
MA. Topic purposeful throughout (4)

4

VB. Reasons purposeful, fully 4 context; draws reader in with strong sense
support thesis/position (4) of direction (4)
MIC. Evidence purposeful, relevant, IB. Middle purposefully arranged in a logical
elaborated to fully support pattern; clearly fit together (4)
reasons, clarifies (4) MC. Transitions clearly provide cohesion that
MD. Message insightful, clarifies, covers the bulk of the text; intentionally
goes beyond, anticipates signals/implies relationship connections (4)
questions (4) MD. Conclusion provides thought-provoking
resolution, connection to the broader, or call
for action (4)

Conventions

M Level 4: Advanced (According to
grade level expectations)
Good command of
conventions; applies usage,
spelling, and punctuation to
enhance meaning; may break
rules for style purposes. (4)

Style

MA. Sentences vary widely in beginnings,
length, and/or structure, flow easily;
cadence, invites reading aloud (4)

VIB. Word Choice vivid, precise, apt, natural &
never overdone; various active verbs (4)

MC. Voice engaging, confident, commitment,
takes a risk; hooks reader; audience/
purpose strongly addressed (4)

4
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Writing Annotations

Paper': 03805b Pl"Ol’T\pT:Do grades on tests and report cards indicate how
Mode: Expository

successful someone will be in the future? What do you think? Take
a position and give several supporting details.

Standard-

Above-
Consider older students or adults you know. What do you think their

Basic. grades were? Did grades predict anything in their lives?

Below-

Inseveral paragraphs describe to a feen magazine editor your point
of view and explain why you take that position.

Cont Organ Style Conv

28 reflect on one’s ir\“'c.uigc.ncc. but coadhee  dheir a.b-‘(.‘-lr,y

29 _+o com:olo-‘(, an Assigned dask. T am no c,x‘ogr-l-.. Lot

30 _merely becavse somean can Fuen | U _their poper hoo >
31 _mean that '“‘\(,,v will £ind success Havina svccess in

32 _School and -(‘inc).‘n\a' it in [ife ace very Siffecent. Tur <chaol,
33 __Success lies in simoply £ini )'\iﬂs ~assign ments and «!urnang
34 _*hem in an 4ime . T life, one must aguire o betler

35 4an di ol rpo. and ev n_ appriciod:

36 _dor what dhey're doing do be 4rul/\, svecess £ul.

37 UH’ima.\‘d/v, success in  Some ¢h.‘r5 that wmust be pursved

38 _People acr < idh - ; 4 4eive -

39 _it. Even ibgusk Sorme an & oy et achicve cexcellence \hile

40 _in__ school, -H’w./v sdidll _hoave “dhe peo dential do dedicate dhemselves
41 4o theic work and £ind  spccess in  life. Around 4he wocld

42 _and -Hf\«‘oug'nou" :’:img, dismal school coaceer=s have led 4o
43 amazing lives
I

48 inu n. No tder dheic i c ver
49 the abilit +h 4itvd and _4h ; . £ind

50 in_ theic [ife.

Grade: 8 Year: 2003 )

Annotation:

The writer demonstrates throughout the paper a strong ability
to explain an idea effectively.

An insightful message that goes beyond the obvious is presented
in this beautifully written paper. “Arve the 4.0 students bound |
for CEO positions while those who fall below standard are
doomed for manual labor? This may seem reasonable,
but the answer is no.” So starts this purposefully written
paper. Relevant reasons with specific details elaborate on this:
“Albert Finstien’s life demonstrates this fact. While he
was in school, Finstien was much less than a perfect
student... With a school career like this, most thought
Einstien would become a factory worker.” A narrow
topic is maintained as the writers' main ideas are purposefully
offered. With a strong sense of direction, the reader is
drawn in through the introduction. The middle is purposefully
arranged to elaborate and give supporting ideas clearly, which
hold the main idea together: “Many say that intelligence
and an ability to understand arve the things that can
lead you to success. If this is true, then grades are not a
reliable tool in measuring potential for future success.”
Transitions clearly provide cohesion throughout the writing:
“.Ultimately... Tven though”, offering connections the
entire time. The conclusion provides a thought-provoking piece:
“Success in life is found by those who pursue it, not by
those who prepare ﬂfor it." With widely varied sentence
beginnings, sentences flow easily. Enhancing, vivid and precise
word choice is everywhere: “People are not blessed with
_prosperity, but must strive for it.” An engaging voice shows
confidence, “...J am no expert, but...” Usage of standard
English is nearly always correct as well as capitalization and
punctuation. The presence of paragraphs helps to clarify
meaning, and is indicated correctly the same way. Spelling is
mostly correct for both common and difficult words.

SCORING

(5

Page 2 of 2| | This paper has met the district's performance standard.
Content Organization Style Conventions
4 MA. Topic purposeful throughout (4) 4 MA. Introduction creatively presents thesis in MA. Sentences vary widely in beginnings, 4 M Level 4: Advanced (According to
MB. Reasons purposeful, fully context; draws reader in with strong sense length, and/or structure, flow easily; grade level expectations)
support thesis/position (4) of direction (4) cadence, invites reading aloud (4) Good command of
MC. Evidence purposeful, relevant, MB. Middle purposefully arranged in a logical VIB. Word Choice vivid, precise, apt, natural & conventions; applies usage,
elaborated to fully support pattern; clearly fit together (4) never overdone; various active verbs (4) spelling, and punctuation to
reasons, clarifies (4) MIC. Transitions clearly provide cohesion that MC. Voice engaging, confident, commitment, enhance meaning; may break
VD. Message insightful, clarifies, covers the bulk of the text; intentionally takes a risk; hooks reader; audience/ rules for style purposes. (4)
goes beyond, anticipates signals/implies relationship connections (4) purpose strongly addressed (4)
questions (4) MD. Conclusion provides thought-provoking

resolution, connection to the broader, or call
for action (4)
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	Text1: Do grades on tests and report cards indicate how successful someone will be in the future?  What do you think?  Take a position and give several supporting details. Consider older students or adults you know.  What do you think their grades were?  Did grades predict anything in their lives? In several paragraphs describe to a teen magazine editor your point of view and explain why you take that position.


